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Stream Zone Etiquette - Leave Only Footprints 

Over the past 15 years (20 if you count seasonal employment), in my official capacity as a regional fisheries biologist there are a handful of things 
that I have come to believe as absolute truths. Paramount of these truths is that healthy streams and riparian environments lead to healthy and 
productive fisheries. An area that is trending toward exemplifying a healthy stream and riparian environment is the Third Creek system that origi-
nates high above the Tahoe Basin, makes its way down through the populated areas of Incline Village, and eventually terminates into Lake Ta-
hoe.  
Unbeknownst to many in the area, Third Creek is an important stream to multiple species of fish that inhabit Lake Tahoe but rely on the streams 
around the basin to carry out their life cycle and spawn on an annual basis. While monitoring Third Creek over the past dozen or more years 
there has been a marked increase in the number of most species utilizing the streams during their respective spawning periods. While there are 
several environmental factors influencing these increases, the importance of the system health and water quality in Third Creek can not be un-
derstated.  
The community and several individuals have worked to improve the system through restoration practices, stream environmental protection 
zones, and a general awareness of the importance of a healthy environment. Those efforts have translated to an ever improving and diverse sys-
tem that may, one day, allow for the native Lahontan Cutthroat Trout to return to some of its historic spawning grounds in a limited capacity. 
Aside from the occasional physical litter (improperly disposed of pet waste bags and other small eyesores) the Third Creek water quality has im-
proved from an unimpressive system to a level that is allowing for sensitive species of fish to persist, spawn, and rear juveniles year around. The 
system is monitored by several agencies and groups and by all indications is trending in the right direction.  
The work done by all to achieve this should be commended. Continuing to value the stream and working to improve conditions further will not 
only benefit the fish and species that rely on the system but the community. Incline Village should be proud of Third Creek and the emphasis the 
community has placed on the stream. Third Creek’s rebounding fish population is a testament to the success of the restoration projects.  
            Story Continued on Back... 

 

Household Hazardous 
and Electronic waste 

will be closed for  
winter (Nov 18 - Mar 15) 
  Call (775) 832-1284 or Visit:  

www.ivgidhhw.com 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/IVGID-Public-Works/132954932908
mailto:pw@ivgid.org
https://www.yourtahoeplace.com/public-works
https://www.yourtahoeplace.com/public-works


In order to reduce property damage from a water leak...  

remember to turn off your Water every time you leave! 
 

Visit the winterization information on our website: www.yourtahoeplace.com/public-works/water/winterization 

 

The first 100 applications for high efficiency appliances  
are eligible for one rebate per parcel, up to $100 credit  
towards their IVGID utility bill.  
 

High-efficiency appliances eligible for the rebate include 
WaterSense toilets using 1.28 gallons of water per flush, or 
Energy Star washing machines that have a water factor of  
3.7 or less. 
 

The rebate application is  available on our website:   
www.yourtahoeplace.com/public-works/water/water-
conservation 

By Replacing your  
Toilet or washing machine 

Report  
Litter  

& Trash 
Issues 

Drink like a fish. 
Skip the straw. 
 
 

Learn more at takecaretahoe.org #takecaretahoe 

..Story Continued From Front 
 

About the Third Creek Restoration Project: 
The Third and Incline Creek watershed was Nevada’s highest priority res-
toration project in Lake Tahoe. It contributed more fine sediment that 
damaged the clarity of Lake Tahoe than any other watershed in Nevada. 
The first two phases of this collaborative inter-agency project were com-
pleted in 2009 and 2010 by the Incline Village General Improvement Dis-
trict (IVGID), the US Army Corps of Engineers, and the Nevada Division of 
State Lands. Portions of Third Creek were restored, culverts were re-
placed, and new bridges were built.  
The final phase included stream restoration improvements on Third Creek 
from Lakeshore Drive to Lake Tahoe, and on Third and Incline Creeks from 
Incline Way to State Route 28. To allow for safe, stabilized foot traffic 
across both creeks, pedestrian bridges and stairs were included in the 
project design. The project has significantly improved water quality, fish 
passage, and provided a recreational amenity in the heart of Incline Vil-
lage. 
This article was written by Travis Hawks, Regional Fisheries Biologist with 
the Nevada Department of Wildlife, and originally appeared in the Sep-
tember 2021 issue of the IVGID Quarterly Magazine.  
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